POLAVARAM IN DOLE DRUMS 
A KNOT IN THE FOREST CLEARANCE

EITHER CHANGE THE DESIGN OR STOP THE PROJECT

HUNDREDS OF CRORES WASTED

THE DAM WITH PRESENT DESIGN IMPOSSIBLE

These are the opinions and responses of the intellectuals, experts and media on the latest forest clearance to the polavaram project. The most prestigious project of the AP government Polavaram has got a very important clearance. The Union Ministry has accorded permission to the proposals of the AP government on Polavaram project (Order No.8/123/2005/FC) with this all the major hurdles for the Polavaram are cleared says the government.

Two more major clearances one from the Planning Commission for the investments on Polavaram and the other from the Technical Advisory Committee of Central Water Commission are still pending. The irony is that the latest Forest clearance made the dam simply impossible to materialize. The clearance imposed two major conditions which render the project impossible. The foremost condition is that there should be no submergence in Chattisgadh and Orissa. And there should be no loss and displacement to the tribals in those states. With the present design these two conditions cannot be fulfilled. To fulfill these conditions the height of the dam should be reduced. If the height is reduced, the canals which have already been dug with an investment of hundreds of crores  as per the present design will become useless. So the experts say that the present conditional clearance is a denial in disguise.

The adivasis have been agitating against the dam. Their native cultures and environment will disappear for ever with the disastrous submergence. The experts are worried that the very design of the dam itself is erratic. Opposition parties, public communities, intellectuals and media are raising their protest against the unwanted fatal submergence. But the government has turned a deaf ear to all these genuine concerns. The callous indifference and over enthusiasm of the government have resulted in payment of a heavy price.

With the impracticable forest clearance from the central government the very existence of the dam has become doubtful. The Central Environmental and Forest clearance is full of nasty knots. Will it be possible to go ahead with the construction of the dam fulfilling the imposed conditions is a million dollar question.  If the conditions specified in the clearance are to be fulfilled the project cannot be constructed with the existing design. The design is to be altered. The height is to be reduced from 150 meters to 135 meters. In that case the present Polavaram right and left main canals under excavation will have to lie waste. The money of hundreds of crores spent on the canal work is a criminal waste of public money. If these canals are to be brought to use, water is to be pumped into them with heavy pumps and motors which is almost impossible.

WHAT IS THERE IN THE CLEARANCE ORDER?

The central government has issued the forest clearance with 29 conditions. Of them the most complicated and detrimental to the project are mainly two. They are.

Condition.26: Under the guidance of the Central Water Commission the state government has to give an assurance to the effect that there shall not be any submergence or displacement of adivasis in Chattisgadh and Orissa. Under any circumstances, the tribals in these two states shall not face or incur any loss due to drainage system or displacement.

Condition 29: Under any circumstances the forest lands in Chattisgadh and Orissa shall not be submerged. If submergence takes place the provisions of Forest (conservation) Act, 1980 shall be contravened since submergence of land in Chattisgadh and Orissa is not permitted.

AN INDIRECT DENIAL

T.Hanumantha Rao,

Irrigation expert.

The central government’s forest clearance for the Polavaram project is not fair and it is an indirect one says T.Hanumantha Rao an international expert on matters of irrigation. He made it clear that it is not possible to construct the project with the present design with the recent central government forest clearance. Considering the conditions imposed in the clearance order, the clearance for polavaram is virtually non-existent.

He wondered “How is it possible to construct the dam without submergence in Chattisgadh and Orissa? We have been arguing with the central government, those two stage governments and the apex court for allowing the submergence in Chattisgadh and Orissa.” To avoid submergence there, the design has to be changed. Or huge protection walls are to be constructed in both the states to prevent submergence. For that outflow sluice should be constructed like at Bhadrachalam. The sluice should be closed during the Godavari floods. When the sluice is closed, to divert the flood water on the other side  of the protection wall into the Godavari , it should be pumped which requires their permission. The project has been pending for want of permission of those two states for pumping. The government of Orissa has not yet permitted the Vamsadhara Stage-2 and Janjhavathi even after 25 years. How can we expect Orissa to permit Polavaram? 

The state government has clearly stated that there will be submergence in Chattisgadh and Orissa. The central government too knows that pretty well. Then what is the point in according a conditional clearance?  All this ultimately implies that the central government has not issued any clearance to the Polavaram dam. This is something like a boon in a dream.  

