THE MEGA SUBMERGENCE

THE FACTS ON POLAVARAM REVEALED BY SATELLITE

Villages submerged in the recent floods 369, 93 more than the number estimated by the Gov. effected population – more than 2.5 lacks if the flood is at the highest, the effect Govt. hiding the facts.

The government statistics says 276 villages will be submerged displacing 1.77 lack people of 44,000 families, if water storage in polavaram Dam is at the highest level. Considering the 36 lacks cusecs of the Godavari in 1986 floods, the government spelt out these figures.

A satellite photograph has published in the largest circulation Daily News Paper in Andhra Pradesh, “Enaadu” on 25th October 2006, which was taken on 7th August 2006. When the Godavari was in floods, says these figures are unreliable. In August floods, the river flow was just 28.5 lacks cusecs in to it submerged 369 villages. 93 more than Villages to be submerged as per the satellite information i.e., 37 villages in Bhadrachalam mandal, 7 villages in Kukkunuru Mandal, 9 villages in Velerpadu, 17 villages in Bugampadu, 4 villages in V.R.Puram Mandal and16 Villages in Chinturu Mandal all the above said mandals in Khammam District and  one more mandal in East Godavari Mandal i.e 3 villages in Devipatnam Mandalam. 

The very idea of the magnitude of devastation at 36 lacks cusecs floods level is quite disturbing.  The Government is hiding the facts.

	The most prestigious heavy irrigation project of the Govt. of Andhra Pradesh. The first river linkage project in south India. Next to the Sardar Sarovar Dam, this is most controversial project.

The objections raised by Orrisa and Chattisghad, the directions of the Supreme Court empowered committee, the protests in the Aadivasi Rakshana Samithees, some NGOs and leftist parties added to these,  many more controversies are flaring area.

As to the loss and displacement to be caused by the project, the estimates of the government are far from reality.


The sardar sarover dam which caught our attention through NBA displace 1,62,448 in 177 villages. The Polavaram victims will be more in number even according to the  Govt. estimation.

In AP alone, 1.77 lacks of the people in 276 villages will be displaced as per the Govt. estimates. But in the recent floods, 2.5 lacks people in 369 villages were affected as per the virtual   statistics based on the satellite pictures. Government says that 1 lack acres of land will get submerged out in reality it is  30,000 acres more.

The experts say that the maximum possible flood intake of the Godavari is 49 lack cusecs.

All these facts point to the immediacy of a fresh study based the satellite picture.

The Government states that, with the Polavram, 8 villages in Orrisa state, 4 in Chattisghad state, 205 in Khammam district of Andhra Pradesh, 29 in West Godavari and 42 in East Godavari districts will get submerged. Later the authorities tried to propagate that the effected villages in Khammam District will be less that 205.

With a strong protest from the locals, the Govt. stepped fact. But form the satellite picture, it is clear that 295 villages were severely affected in the recent floods in August.  

Thus the reliability and fairness of the Government figures has became questionable.

What do other states say ?

While Andhra Pradesh says that Polavaram will submerge 8 villages in Orissa and 4 in Chattisghad, they say, that more than 100 villages well get submerged in these 2 states. Hence they are raising strong objections to the Dam. What would be their latest response we have to wait and see.

Of late the supreme court empowered committee has asked the Government to stop the projects which do not have forest clearance.  Polavaram is one of such. This project has many hurdles with regard to other clearances also. Since most of the displacement prone population is tribal. The government has to be cautions in every move. Any slightest increase in the submergence will lead to more haroe.  

The Government aims to divert 80 Tmcs of the Godavari water to the Krishna river through Polavaram. Any delay in the execution of the project will have a severe chain impact on the other irrigation projects also. 

However the stand of the irrigation department is quite different. This year heavy floods to the Godavari and extraordinary rainfall in Bhadrachalam area have  resulted in major loss. For example the Seeleru is not in floods like the Sabari. This situation of heavy flood and devastation is not a regular phenomena recurring every year they say.

In view of the wide disparity between the official and virtual figures, this entire issue cannot be considered in a lighter vein.

Lack of transparency and hiding of the information provided by the satellite have let more confusion. In this age of highly sophisticated communication technology, the government has to be more transparent  in the interest of the displacement prone people, project and finally the state as whole.

